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MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

April 27, 2016 

 

CONVENE 

 

Chairman Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. convened a regular meeting of the Board of 

Regents of The Texas A&M University System at 8:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 27, 2016, 

in the Board Meeting Room on the campus of Texas A&M University, College Station, 

Texas. The following members of the Board were present: 

 

Mr. Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. Chairman 

Ms. Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman  

Mr. Phil Adams 

Mr. Robert L. Albritton 

Mr. Anthony G. Buzbee 

Mr. Morris E. Foster 

Mr. Bill Mahomes 

Ms. Judy Morgan 

Mr. Charles W. Schwartz 

Mr. Gabriel Pereira, Student Regent 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 Chairman Thomas announced that the Board would recess to executive session as 

permitted by Chapter 551, Sections 71, 73, 74 and 76 of the Texas Government Code. He 

said in accordance with the law, no final action, decision or vote with regard to any matter 

considered in executive session would be made or taken.  

 

 (Note: The Board met in executive session from 8:02 a.m. until 10:49 a.m.) 

 

RECONVENE 

 

At 1:14 p.m., Chairman Thomas reconvened the meeting in open session in the 

Bethancourt Ballroom of the Memorial Student Center. He said a quorum of the Board was 

present. He announced that the Board met in executive session from 8:02 a.m. to 

10:49 a.m. and considered executive session agenda items and conferred with 

Chancellor John Sharp, several system and university administrators and system attorneys 

on personnel, real estate and legal matters.  
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INVOCATION 

 

Chairman Thomas called on Ms. Hannah Wimberly ‘17, a Texas A&M Human 

Resource Development major from Friendswood, Texas, and 2016-2017 Student Body 

President, who presented the invocation. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 

 

Chairman Thomas thanked everyone attending the Board meeting and in the spirit 

of timeliness, he would pass on his remarks. 

 

STUDENT REGENT’S REMARKS 

 

Mr. Gabriel Pereira, Student Regent, thanked Chairman Thomas, Board Members, 

Chancellor Sharp and his office, the Board of Regents’ staff and those across the 

A&M System. He said he visited the majority of universities and agencies across the 

A&M System, and had the privilege of interacting with the administration, faculty and 

students at each of the campuses. Student Regent Pereira noted that most importantly, he 

learned about himself, higher education and relationships with others. He said he witnessed 

many incredible strides across the System -- growth in fundraising, educational quality and 

enrollment -- which had been buoyed by the development of a higher quality and more 

diverse body of students. Student Regent Pereira emphasized that most proudly, he had 

seen a growing, mutually beneficial, mutually respectful relationship between students and 

administrators. He said he had been given a peek into what it took to run an institution like 

Texas A&M and the A&M System, and what it was like to have a fiduciary responsibility 

to the State of Texas and to the taxpayers of the state. 

 

CHANCELLOR’S REMARKS 

 

 Chancellor Sharp highlighted accomplishments of the A&M System (a copy of 

which is on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). 

 

RECESS AND RECONVENE 

 

 Chairman Thomas recessed the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

 

(Note: The Committee on Finance convened at 1:31 p.m. and adjourned 

at 1:36 p.m. The Committee on Audit convened at 1:37 p.m. and adjourned at 1:51 p.m. 

The Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant convened on Tuesday, April 26 at 

5:08 p.m. and adjourned at 5:53 p.m.) 

 

 Chairman Thomas reconvened the meeting at 1:51 p.m. He announced that the 

Board would receive public testimony from Mr. Aaron Mitchell ‘16, Speaker of the 68th 

Student Senate of Texas A&M, and Mr. David Sonka ’16, Chairman, Student Senate Rules 

and Regulations Committee (a copy of which is on file in the Office of the Board of 

Regents). 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 

 Regent Schwartz, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, said the committee met 

earlier and considered Items 1.1 through 1.4. He added that the committee recommended 

Board approval of these items. 

 

 On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Adams, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (047 through 050):  

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 047-2016 (ITEM 1.1) 

 

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 OPERATING BUDGETS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The operating budgets, included as exhibits, as submitted by the members of 

The Texas A&M University System for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2017, are hereby 

approved and adopted subject to the provisions contained in System Policy 27.04 

(Budget Authorizations, Limitations, and Delegations of Authority). 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s).  

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 048-2016 (ITEM 1.2) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO EXCEED LIMITATIONS 

ON STATE EMPLOYMENT LEVELS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves the 

request and subsequent reporting (as required) by the members of The Texas A&M 

University System listed in the attached exhibit, regarding an exception to the limitations 

on state employment levels specified in House Bill 1, 84th Legislature, Regular Session. 
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MINUTE ORDER 049-2016 (ITEM 1.3) 

 

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 SERVICE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The service department accounts for the members of The Texas A&M 

University System for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2017, included as an exhibit, are 

hereby approved subject to the provisions contained in System Regulation 21.01.05, 

Service Departments or Centers. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 050-2016 (ITEM 1.4) 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO NEGOTIATE 

AND EXECUTE A RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH NIKE USA, INC., 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

Authority is hereby granted to the President of Texas A&M University to negotiate 

and execute a renewal agreement with Nike USA, Inc. to provide athletic wear, training 

apparel, and footwear for the Texas A&M University Track & Field Program, as well as 

compensation for the head coach ($80,000 annually), upon review for legal form and 

sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel. 

 

~~~~ 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 

 

 Regent Morgan, Chairman of the Committee on Audit, said the committee met 

earlier the same day and received several reports and updates including the Monthly Audit 

Reports, the Audit Tracking Report and the results of the State Auditor’s Office 

Singlewide Audit.  

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 

 

Vice Chairman Mendoza, Chairman of the Committee on Academic and 

Student Affairs, said the committee met on April 26 and received several presentations and 

reports. She announced that the highlight was a presentation by Ms. Shanna Peeples, 

National Teacher of the Year, from West Texas A&M University (WTAMU), who shared 

her thoughts on how to prepare quality teachers. She said several college of education 

representatives attended and held a panel discussion on how to ensure Ms. Peeples’ ideas 

existed in the college of educations’ curriculum and how they prepared quality teachers. 

Vice Chairman Mendoza stated that everyone knew that the A&M System produced the 

most teachers in the state, at 25%, and were leading the way in this noble and must-do 

work. She said The University of Texas (UT) produced 22% and Texas State University 

produced 16%. She thanked all the colleges of education deans for leading the charge in 

that regard. Vice Chairman Mendoza advised that Dr. James Hallmark, Vice Chancellor 

for Academic Affairs, presented and discussed proposed changes in admission standards at 
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several campuses. She said Dr. Hallmark also discussed the data in Analytics, the new data 

populated on the EmpowerU website, and the Advising Task Force. She explained that 

Ms. Terry McDevitt, Vice Chancellor for Marketing and Communications, presented an 

update on the redesigned EmpowerU website, which they hoped would be much more user 

friendly and engaging with multi-media. Vice Chairman Mendoza said for the first time 

they had a marketing plan established to engage a broader audience to the EmpowerU 

website. She noted that Dr. Karan Watson, Provost and Executive Vice President, 

discussed the faculty recruitment and retention committee work they were undertaking to 

look at some of the retention and change of faculty. She said they requested a follow-up on 

faculty compensation and where they were across the board for each of the A&M System 

institutions and their peers. Vice Chairman Mendoza added that they looked forward to 

that discussion at the next meeting. She said they had a robust conversation and 

appreciated Chairman Thomas’ attendance at the meeting. 

 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON BUILDINGS AND PHYSICAL PLANT 

 

Regent Adams, Chairman of the Committee on Buildings and Physical Plant, said 

the committee met on April 26. He noted that the committee considered and approved 

Items 3.1 through 3.11. He called on Mr. Russ Wallace, Executive Director of Facilities 

and Construction, to present a recap of the agenda items. 

 

Mr. Wallace reported that the first group of projects requested approval to amend 

the A&M System Capital Plan and begin construction. He said the Aggie Softball Stadium 

project would replace the existing softball stadium on a site currently occupied by 

Recreational Sports, and the total planning amount for this project was $28,640,000. He 

noted that the Aggie Track & Field Stadium project would construct a new track and field 

stadium, adjacent to the existing track on a site currently occupied by Recreational Sports 

fields. He said the total planning amount for this project was $39,800,000.  

 

Mr. Wallace said the next group of projects requested approval to begin 

construction. He explained that the Chemistry Building ’72 Wing First and Second Floor 

Renovation project would gut and replace most of two floors, or 20,380 square feet (SF) of 

the 1972 wing to provide modern laboratory facilities and support current Chemistry 

research demands. He said they would also replace the heating, ventilation and air 

conditioning systems in the basement, and this project had a planning amount of 

$11,722,305. Mr. Wallace added that the Penberthy Rec Fields Relocation project was 

required to provide space for the construction of the new softball stadium and the new 

track and field stadium at Texas A&M. He said the project would relocate the sports field 

to the southwest corner of George Bush Drive and Penberthy Road. He advised that the 

total planning amount for this project was $9,967,000. Mr. Wallace said the Utility and 

Infrastructure Improvements project at Tarleton State University would improve pedestrian 

and bike paths, install drainage for flood-prone areas, replace aging electrical infrastructure 

and locate it underground for several primary circulation routes. He noted that the planning 

amount for this project was $25,570,000.  
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Mr. Wallace reported that the Center for Infrastructure Renewal project for the 

Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station (TEES) would be located at the 

Riverside Campus and create a facility to support interdisciplinary engineering research, 

focusing on the nation’s infrastructure. He said the total planning amount for this project 

was $73 million. He advised that the Agricultural Sciences Complex project at WTAMU 

was a Tuition Revenue Bond (TRB) funded project and would construct up to three 

buildings, including an academic building with classrooms, labs and offices, a multi-

purpose arena with spectator seating up to 500 and, if pricing allows, a pavilion for animal 

showings and evaluations. Mr. Wallace said the total planning amount of this project was 

$48,160,000. He explained that the next project was requesting an increase to the scope 

and associated funding for the Engineering Education Complex. He said this project was 

currently under construction and included 114,000 SF of shell space, primarily located on 

two floors. Mr. Wallace pointed out that this increase would allow buildout of all but 

10,090 SF of shell space in addition to other enhancements, such as a green roof, an 

engineering quad and enhancements of the audiovisual equipment. He said requested 

increase of funding was $56,769,000, which would increase the total planning amount for 

the project to $225,669,000. He stated that this was all of the projects managed by 

Facilities, Planning & Construction. 

 

Mr. Wallace said The Gardens at Texas A&M University project was seeking 

approval to be added to the A&M System Capital plan. He said the second project was the 

Energy Consumption Reduction Project - Phase I at Texas A&M University- 

Corpus Christi, which requested approval to be added to the A&M System Capital Plan 

and for construction. He advised that the third project was the Athletic and Intramural 

Fields project at Texas A&M University-Kingsville, which sought approval for 

construction.  

 

Regent Buzbee noted that they had discussed making an effort to not continually 

amend the A&M System Capital Plan. He said of these projects, 40% were asking the 

Board to amend the plan. He advised that they should decide not to have a capital plan.  

 

Regent Adams responded that these were moving targets; sometimes it was the 

opportunity to make needed changes.  

 

Regent Buzbee said a five-year plan was fiction because there was no requirement 

for justification of a project, only a vote. He emphasized that he was not afraid of building 

or spending money, but had no idea how projects on the construction project status report 

made it to the bidding or design list. He said he knew it was difficult for him to get a 

project for Texas A&M University at Galveston (TAMUG) on that list. Regent Buzbee 

advised that there were instances where money was found and the capital plan had been 

amended, but they were talking about spending millions and millions of dollars. He said 

they had to either quit pretending this was a five-year capital plan or require some 

justification for the project to amend the plan. Regent Buzbee added that otherwise, they 

might as well not have a plan. He said he had been saying this for two years and would 

continue to say it.  
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Regent Adams reported that there must be a number of people, including regents, 

who believed there was justification for these projects. He asked Regent Buzbee to identify 

the project for which he did not see justification. Regent Buzbee replied that he did not say 

there was no justification, only that there should be a requirement, if they were amending 

the capital plan -- since it was supposed to be a five-year plan -- that justification be 

presented for amending the plan. He said such as they found they had $7 million or did not 

realize funding was available for this particular project, or there was a legal requirement to 

do the project. He emphasized that he was not picking on any project; it just seemed that at 

every meeting they were amending the capital plan. 

 

Regent Albritton said in fairness to all parties, unfortunately the world did not 

remain stagnant for five years, especially for those on two-year funding. He advised that it 

was very hard to put a five-year capital plan together when they had no idea what the level 

of funding would be in two years. He said the only thing they could really plan on with a 

five-year capital plan was money earmarked for a specific project. He said he agreed with 

Regent Adams that they had to have a road map, and maybe they were being caught on 

nomenclatures as much as anything else. Regent Albritton commented that instead of a 

five-year plan, possibly it should be a five-year road map. He said things would pop up in 

the third year of a five-year plan that at the time of the plan they had no idea would be a 

reality or an option. He agreed that they could not call it a five-year capital plan because 

they had not identified all the funding or opportunities in that five-year plan. He pointed 

out that until they knew the funding and the needs of the chief executive officers (CEOs), it 

was difficult not to have changes. Regent Albritton suggested that they change it from a 

capital plan that outlined what they were going to do, which historically had not worked 

out the way it was intended.  

 

Regent Buzbee said this was not a personal criticism; he just raised the issue that 

maybe they needed to call it something different. He stated that any governmental entity 

was going to utilize the money it found available. He said he hoped they were not deciding 

what to build based upon the money that was available versus what they actually needed. 

Regent Buzbee noted that he heard some say they were unaware funding was available, but 

the project was still needed whether or not the funding was there. He reiterated that he was 

with them 100%. 

 

Regent Morgan said at least two of the projects were from TRBs, funded by the 

legislature, and the projects had been needed for six years. Regent Buzbee said he 

understood. 

 

Regent Adams said there was a lot to what Regent Buzbee was saying and 

Regent Albritton summed it up perfectly. He advised that it was impossible to have a 

five-year plan or possibly even a one, two or three-year plan that was static; there would be 

change. He said maybe in the future the capital plan title should contain an asterisk 

indicating it would be amended, or subject to change.  

 

Mr. Billy Hamilton, Executive Vice Chancellor & Chief Financial Officer, 

explained that part of the problem with plans was that they had to be flexible. He said they 
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would get the material into the plan, stick with it, and work the plan, which they had done 

that in the past several board meetings since this discussion first began. He advised that 

there were some special cases in this Board meeting. Mr. Hamilton said the athletic fields’ 

donations were on the capital plan, just below the line. He noted that donations became 

available from the 12th Man Foundation to meet certain priorities. He said Blue Bell 

Stadium was completed several years ago and they needed a complementary women’s 

facility in the interest of equity and because the team deserved the same level of respect 

given the baseball team. Mr. Hamilton pointed out that Texas A&M AgriLife had planned 

The Gardens for some time as a teaching center, and they received a contribution from a 

prominent Aggie. He said they had a problem with the energy conservation projects, 

because they were needed on a continual basis as part of deferred maintenance. He added 

that there was a sizable backlog of deferred maintenance, but loans only became available 

at various times. Mr. Hamilton said it was impossible to predict and in this case, a federal 

loan opened up that permitted this project at A&M-Corpus Christi.  

Regent Adams asked the interest rate on these projects. Mr. Hamilton replied 1.25% or 

lower. Regent Adams said that was very constructive input. Mr. Hamilton reiterated that 

they had taken Regent Buzbee’s admonitions to heart.  

 

Regent Foster said he was more familiar with a capital outlook than a capital plan. 

He explained that behind the capital outlook was an Authorization for Expenditure (AFE) 

and at that point the project was justified to those who must approve it. He said the third 

part dealt with what they had been discussing -- which was a supplement to the AFE. He 

advised that it was not a change to the outlook and it was not a capital plan, but a 

supplement. Regent Foster said the supplement to the AFE has to justify the economic 

benefits of that additional capital. 

 

 On motion of Regent Adams, seconded by Regent Buzbee, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute orders were approved (051 through 061):  
 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 051-2016 (ITEM 3.1) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE CHEMISTRY BUILDING ’72 

WING 1ST AND 2ND FLOOR RENOVATION PROJECT (02-3164), 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $11,722,305 for the 

Chemistry Building ’72 Wing 1st and 2nd Floor Renovation Project is approved.  

 

The amount of $6,352,289 is appropriated from Account No. 02-806345, 

Chemistry Renovation, the amount of $1,522,305 is appropriated from Account No. 

02-808853, Deferred Maintenance, and the amount of $2,675,481 is appropriated from 
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Account No. 02-241805, Renovations ‘72 Wing, for construction services and related 

project costs.  

 

The Chemistry Building ’72 Wing 1st and 2nd Floor Renovation Project, 

Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 052-2016 (ITEM 3.2) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE REVISED PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, 

AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 

ENGINEERING EDUCATION COMPLEX PROJECT (02-3155), 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The revised project scope for the Engineering Education Complex Project is 

approved. 

 

The revised project budget of $225,669,000 for the Engineering Education 

Complex Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $15,214,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 

Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Gifts), the amount of $39,555,000 is 

appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds 

(COE Differential Tuition), and the amount of $2,000,000 is appropriated from Account 

No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Indirect Cost Recovery - 

TEES), for construction services and related project costs. 

 

The revised scope of the Engineering Education Complex Project, Texas A&M 

University, College Station, Texas, is approved for construction.  

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 053-2016 (ITEM 3.3) 

 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE AGGIE SOFTBALL STADIUM 

PROJECT (02-3183) WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE AND 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE AGGIE SOFTBALL STADIUM 

PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the Aggie Softball Stadium Project for Texas A&M University with an 

FY 2016 start date is approved. 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $28,640,000 for the 

Aggie Softball Stadium Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $15,500,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 

Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Stadium Revenue Funds), the amount of 

$5,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System 

Debt Proceeds (12th Man Gifts-Reserves & Stadium Revenue Funds), the amount of 

$3,304,453 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt 

Proceeds (Gifts), and the amount of $4,835,547 is appropriated from Account No. 

02-512124, 12th Man Foundation Athletic Gifts, for pre-construction and construction 

services and related project costs. 

 

The Aggie Softball Stadium Project, Texas A&M University, College Station, 

Texas, is approved for construction. 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s).  

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 054-2016 (ITEM 3.4) 

 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE AGGIE TRACK & FIELD STADIUM 

PROJECT (02-3184) WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE AND 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION FOR 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE AGGIE TRACK & FIELD STADIUM 

PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the Aggie Track & Field Stadium Project for Texas A&M University 

with an FY 2016 start date is approved. 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $39,800,000 for the Aggie Track 

& Field Stadium Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $9,500,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 

Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Stadium Revenue Funds), the amount of 

$15,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System 

Debt Proceeds (12th Man Gifts-Reserves & Stadium Revenue Funds), the amount of 

$11,336,299 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System 

Debt Proceeds (Gifts), and the amount of $3,963,701 is appropriated from Account No. 

02-512124, 12th Man Foundation Athletic Gifts, for pre-construction and construction 

services and related project costs. 

 

The Aggie Track & Field Stadium Project, Texas A&M University, 

College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s).  

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 
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MINUTE ORDER 055-2016 (ITEM 3.5) 

 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD THE PENBERTHY REC FIELDS 

RELOCATION PROJECT (02-3216), WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE 

AND APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION 

FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE PENBERTHY REC FIELDS 

RELOCATION PROJECT, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, 

TEXAS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the Penberthy Rec Fields Relocation Project for Texas A&M 

University with an FY 2016 start date and a total planning amount of $9,967,000 is 

approved. 

 

The amount of $9,167,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-300090-Stadium 

Revenue and the amount of $800,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536-

Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds, for preconstruction and construction services 

and related project costs. 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s).  

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 056-2016 (ITEM 3.6) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE UTILITY AND 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (04-3187), 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY, STEPHENVILLE, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $25,750,000 for the Utility and 

Infrastructure Improvements Project is approved. 
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The amount of $17,500,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-085560, 

Permanent University Fund Debt Proceeds (AUF), the amount of $5,000,000 is 

appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds 

(University Services Fee), and $750,000 is appropriated from Account No. 04-835350, 

Oncor Utility Project, for construction services and related project costs. These 

appropriations are subject to approval of an easement by the City of Stephenville, which 

allows the installation, and maintenance access of the drainage facility. 

 

The Utility and Infrastructure Improvements Project, Tarleton State University, 

Stephenville, Texas, is approved for construction.  

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 057-2016 (ITEM 3.7) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE CENTER 

FOR INFRASTRUCTURE RENEWAL PROJECT (28-3196), 

TEXAS A&M ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION, 

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $73,000,000 for the Center for 

Infrastructure Renewal Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $68,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue 

Financing System Debt Proceeds (General Revenue), and the amount of $5,000,000 is 

appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds 

(Indirect Cost Recoveries), for construction services and related project costs. The amount 

of $6,800,000 is reverted to Account No. 28-810044, Center for Infrastructure Renewal. 

 

The Center for Infrastructure Renewal Project, Texas A&M Engineering 

Experiment Station, College Station, Texas, is approved for construction. 



Minutes – April 27, 2016  Page 14 of 41 

 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 058-2016 (ITEM 3.8) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

APPROPRIATION FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND 

APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES COMPLEX PROJECT (18-3199), 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, CANYON, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $48,160,000 for the Agricultural 

Sciences Complex Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $38,160,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536, 

Revenue Financing System Debt Proceeds (Tuition Revenue Bonds), and the amount of 

$10,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536 Revenue Financing System 

Debt Proceeds (Gifts), for construction services and related project costs. The amount of 

$4,816,000 is reverted to Account No. 40-0899184-92, Ag Sciences Complex. 

 

The Agricultural Sciences Complex Project, West Texas A&M University, 

Canyon, Texas, is approved for construction. 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 
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that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 059-2016 (ITEM 3.9) 

 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN 

TO ADD THE GARDENS AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

PROJECT WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add The Gardens at Texas A&M University Project for Texas A&M 

University with an FY 2016 start date and a total planning amount of $6,578,770 is 

approved.  

 

The amount of $540,000 is appropriated from Account No. 02-513115 – Gardens 

Project, for pre-construction services and related project costs. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 060-2016 (ITEM 3.10) 

 

APPROVAL TO AMEND THE FY 2016-FY 2020 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM CAPITAL PLAN TO ADD 

THE ENERGY CONSUMPTION REDUCTION PROJECT – PHASE I PROJECT 

(15-840060) WITH A FISCAL YEAR 2016 START DATE AND APPROVAL 

OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, APPROPRIATION FOR 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, AND APPROVAL 

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE ENERGY CONSUMPTION REDUCTION 

PROJECT – PHASE I AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The request to amend the FY 2016-FY 2020 Texas A&M University System 

Capital Plan to add the Energy Consumption Reduction Project – Phase I for Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi with an FY 2016 start date is approved. 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $7,100,000 for the Energy 

Consumption Reduction Project – Phase I is approved if funded by the Qualified Energy 

Conservation Bonds Program. 

 

The amount of $7,100,000 is appropriated from Account No. 15-840060, Energy 

Consumption Reduction Project – Phase I, for pre-construction and construction services 

and related project costs. 

 

The Energy Consumption Reduction Project – Phase I, Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi is approved for construction. 
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MINUTE ORDER 061-2016 (ITEM 3.11) 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT SCOPE AND BUDGET, 

APPROPRIATION FOR PRE-CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES, AND APPROVAL FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR THE 

ATHLETIC AND INTRAMURAL FIELDS PROJECT, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE, KINGSVILLE, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The project scope along with a project budget of $7,000,000 for the Athletic and 

Intramurals Fields Project is approved. 

 

The amount of $7,000,000 is appropriated from Account No. 01-083536-Revenue 

Financing Debt Proceeds (Rec Sports Fee) for pre-construction and construction services 

and related project costs. 

 

The Athletic and Intramurals Fields Project, Texas A&M University-Kingsville, 

Kingsville, Texas, is approved for construction. 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

As required by Section 5(a) of the Master Resolution of the Revenue Financing 

System, the Board hereby determines that it will have sufficient funds to meet the financial 

obligations of The Texas A&M University System, including sufficient Pledged Revenues 

to satisfy the Annual Debt Service Requirements of the Revenue Financing System and to 

meet all financial obligations of the Board relating to the Revenue Financing System and 

that the Participants, on whose behalf the debt is issued, possess the financial capacity to 

satisfy their Direct Obligations. 

 

~~~~ 

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS CONSIDERED BY THE BOARD 

 

Chancellor Sharp presented Item 5.1.  

 

 On motion of Regent Adams, seconded by Regent Schwartz, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute order was approved (062):  

 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 062-2016 (ITEM 5.1) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 

DR. J. PATRICK O’BRIEN AS PRESIDENT OF 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AND BESTOWING 

THE TITLE OF PRESIDENT EMERITUS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Dr. Pat O’Brien, President, WTAMU, said he appreciated the resolution. He 

thanked his wife Karen of 48 years, his best confidant, companion and supporter. He also 

thanked the Board for placing their trust in him as a president in the A&M System, for 

their support over the years and for their leadership of the System. Dr. O’Brien said he was 

appreciative of Chancellor Sharp’s leadership, support, guidance and willingness to listen 

during CEO meetings, and his colleagues at WTAMU.  

 

Mr. Michael Young, President of Texas A&M, presented Item 5.2.  

 

 On motion of Regent Buzbee, seconded by Regent Foster, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute order was approved (063):  

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 063-2016 (ITEM 5.2) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 

REAR ADMIRAL ROBERT SMITH, III FOR HIS 

OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE AS 

VICE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER OF 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON FROM 2011 TO 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 
 

~~~~ 
 

RADM Robert Smith, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, TAMUG, said 

this had been an interesting trip for an old naval officer and banker. He added that the 

Board asked him to bring TAMUG more in line as a branch campus with Texas A&M, and 

he believed they were on a trajectory moving in the right direction. He said compliance 

was important, as was bringing TAMUG student affairs up to parity with students on the 
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main campus. He said there were many to thank, and although his wife, Mary Sue, was not 

present today. He pointed out that he had worked in a voluntary capacity for 40 years, and 

knew Wolford Cain, Pat Zachry and Ford Albritton, who was a great advocate for him. 

RADM Smith said he was a former president of The Association of Former Students and 

no one supported him more than Mr. Albritton. He advised that Chancellor Sharp made it 

possible for TAMUG to build the Maritime Hall and without his persistence, it would not 

have happened on the P-3 scale. He said they had made progress and told Regent Buzbee 

that TAMUG was coming up in the world. He explained that the Academic Complex was 

online and moving forward and they had just demolished the Mariner Hall, a former 

La Quinta Inn, which cost the university thousands of dollars to keep open. RADM Smith 

said he appreciated the honor and the privilege of serving Texas A&M in this capacity. 

 

Regent Adams thanked RADM Smith. He said when the Board called on him six 

years ago, he did not need another job and it was supposed to only be for four years. He 

added that RADM Smith had a great career in the Navy and led the Federal Reserve Bank 

of Dallas in Houston, but he answered the call because he loved Texas A&M.  

Regent Adams said the Board was grateful for RADM Smith and Mrs. Smith’s great 

service; they knew it was a labor of love.  
 

President Young presented Item 5.3.  

 

 On motion of Regent Adams, seconded by Regent Morgan, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute order was approved (064):  
 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 064-2016 (ITEM 5.3) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 

MR. CHARLES H. “BUTCH” GREGORY FOR 

HIS OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND SERVICE 

AS TRUSTEE OF THE TEXAS A&M FOUNDATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 

~~~~ 

 

 Chairman Thomas called on Mr. Kevin McGinnis, Executive Director, 

Risk Management & Benefits Administration, who presented Item 5.4. 

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Adams, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (065): 

 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 065-2016 (ITEM 5.4) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO HONOR 

OFFICER JAMES WILLIAM HALL FOR HIS VALOR AND 

COURAGE IN THE RENDERING OF LIFE-SAVING AID TO 

A STUDENT OF TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Chancellor Sharp presented Item 5.5.  

 

 On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Morgan, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (066):  

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 066-2016 (ITEM 5.5) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION HONORING 

SHANNA PEEPLES, 2015 NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

AND GRADUATE OF WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, FOR 

HER OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF 

TEXAS AND TO EDUCATORS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Ms. Peeples said she appreciated this recognition from a System that had done 

nothing but support her throughout her career. She noted that she was nothing but for the 

investment in her by others. She said being an English teacher, she thought of an excerpt 

from Cormac McCarthy’s novel, No Country for Old Men. Ms. Peeples explained that a 

West Texas sheriff was talking about coming upon a trough which had been chiseled out of 

rock, and wondered why someone put this much craftsmanship into a trough that might 

only get 10 years use. She said the sheriff concluded that the builder had a promise in his 

heart for the future and built that trough with such craftsmanship and care as a promise for 

the future. She advised that was what they did with education. Ms. Peeples said everything 

they built -- which they might never see in their lifetime -- was because they had a promise 

in their heart that education would make the world a little better with the seeds planted in 

students. She thanked them for helping all of them to do that. 
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Vice Chairman Mendoza presented Item 5.6. 

 

 On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Adams, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (067):  

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 067-2016 (ITEM 5.6) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING 

MR. ALVARO GABRIEL PEREIRA FOR HIS SERVICE AS THE 

2015-2016 STUDENT MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM AND 

BESTOWING THE TITLE OF STUDENT REGENT EMERITUS, 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System adopted the 

resolution set forth in the attached exhibit. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Chairman Thomas called upon Mr. Brett Cornwell, Executive Director, 

Texas A&M Technology Commercialization, who presented Items 5.7 through 5.10. 

 

On motion of Regent Adams, seconded by Regent Albritton, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute orders were approved (068 through 071): 

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 068-2016 (ITEM 5.7) 

 

APPROVAL FOR DR. A.O. MAGNUS HOOK, A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO 

SERVE AS AN OFFICER AND MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF ECM TECHNOLOGIES, LLC, AN ENTITY THAT HAS LICENSED 

TECHNOLOGY FROM THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves for 

Dr. A. O. Magnus Hook, a Texas A&M University employee within the Texas A&M 

University Health Science Center, to serve in his individual capacity as an officer and 

member of the board of directors of ECM Technologies LLC, an entity that has licensed 

technology from The Texas A&M University System relating to the research, 

development, licensing, or exploitation of intellectual property conceived, created, 

discovered, invented or developed by Dr. Hook. 
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MINUTE ORDER 069-2016 (ITEM 5.8) 

 

APPROVAL FOR DR. MICAH GREEN, A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO 

SERVE AS AN OFFICER, MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND EMPLOYEE OF ESSENTIUM MATERIALS, LLC, AN 

ENTITY THAT PROPOSES TO LICENSE TECHNOLOGY FROM 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves for 

Dr. Micah Green, an employee of Texas A&M University, to serve in his individual 

capacity as an officer, member of the board of directors and employee of Essentium 

Materials, LLC, an entity that proposes to license technology from The Texas A&M 

University System relating to the research, development, licensing, or exploitation of 

intellectual property conceived, created, discovered, invented, or developed by Dr. Green. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 070-2016 (ITEM 5.9) 

 

APPROVAL FOR DR. PETER MCINTYRE, A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO 

SERVE AS AN OFFICER, A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND EMPLOYEE OF FLUX JET MAGNETIC RESONANCE LLC, AN 

ENTITY THAT PROPOSES TO LICENSE TECHNOLOGY FROM 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves for 

Dr. Peter McIntyre, a Texas A&M University employee, to serve in his individual capacity 

as an officer, member of the board of directors and an employee of Flux Jet Magnetic 

Resonance LLC, an entity that proposes to license technology from The Texas A&M 

University System relating to the research, development, licensing, or exploitation of 

intellectual property conceived, created, discovered, invented or developed by 

Dr. McIntyre. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 071-2016 (ITEM 5.10) 

 

APPROVAL FOR BRETT CORNWELL, A SYSTEM EMPLOYEE, TO 

SERVE IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS A MEMBER OF THE 

GOVERNING BOARD OF REVATIS AM, INC., AN ENTITY FORMED 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCIALIZATION 

OF TECHNOLOGY OWNED BY THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves for 

Mr. Brett Cornwell, Associate Vice Chancellor for Commercialization, to serve in his 

official capacity as a member of the governing board of RevaTis AM, Inc., an entity 
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formed for the purpose of development and commercialization of technology owned by 

The Texas A&M University System. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Chairman Thomas called on Mr. Ray Bonilla, General Counsel, who presented a 

summary of Items 5.11 through 5.29 (a copy of Mr. Bonilla’s powerpoint presentation is 

on file in the Office of the Board of Regents). Mr. Bonilla explained the campus carry rules 

proposed by the CEOs of the A&M System universities and agencies, and further 

explained that the proposed rules would go into effect August 1, 2016, unless amended by 

the Board. He said his office (OGC) and the Office of Risk Management worked with the 

universities and agencies to develop a process that worked for their campus or agency to 

gather input from students, faculty and staff regarding the particular safety concerns at 

their entity.  

 

Chairman Thomas reported that Board action was required only if the Board 

desired to amend the rules as presented. He said if the Board was satisfied with the rules as 

submitted by the presidents and CEOs, no Board action was necessary. He asked if there 

were any questions or comments from the regents regarding the proposed campus carry 

rules, or proposed an amendment to any of these rules. There were no questions. 

 

Chairman Thomas said if there were no amendments to the proposed rules, then the 

A&M System universities and agencies would proceed to implement the campus carry 

rules as submitted and prepare for the August 1, 2016, effective date of this important 

legislation.  

 

Chairman Thomas commended Chancellor Sharp, the presidents, CEOs and many 

System employees and students involved on their good work in developing the campus 

carry rules. He said he knew this was not an easy task, and this issue had generated a great 

deal of public interest and strong views on both sides. He advised that these rules, as 

submitted, struck an appropriate balance and would serve the A&M System well going 

forward.  

 

(Note: Items 5.11 through 5.29 were not amended during the meeting, and 

therefore, no Board action was required.)  

 

(Note: See page 23 for approval of Item 5.30 and page 24 for approval of  

Item 5.31.)  

 

Chairman Thomas said Item 5.33, which was considered in executive session, 

would be taken out of order.  

 

Vice Chairman Mendoza moved that the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M 

University System approve Item 5.33, adopting a Resolution to authorize the use of the 

power of eminent domain to acquire the fee simple title to two parcels of land located in 

the City of Dallas, Dallas County, Texas, generally described as the NE ½ of Lot 3, and all 
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of Lot 4, Block B/491, Nussbaumer’s Subdivision, for construction of a new building 

containing the clinic and academic facilities necessary and essential to modernize and 

expand the Texas A&M University Baylor College of Dentistry. Regent Mahomes 

seconded the motion, and by a unanimous vote, the following minute order was 

approved (072): 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 072-2016 (ITEM 5.33) 

 

ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

INITIATION OF EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS 

PURSUANT TO EDUCATION CODE SECTION 85.32 AND 

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 2206, SUBCHAPTER B, TO 

ACQUIRE TWO PARCELS OF LAND CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 

0.164 ACRES IN THE CITY OF DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS,  

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Resolution authorizing the initiation of eminent domain proceedings to acquire 

fee title to two parcels of land containing approximately 0.164 acres in the City of Dallas, 

Dallas County, Texas, currently owned by 3101 Gaston, Inc., substantially in the form of 

the attached exhibit, is adopted. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Chairman Thomas presented Items 5.30 through 5.32, Items 5.34 through 5.42, and 

Items 5.44 and 5.45 (considered in executive session).  

 

(Note: Regent Adams recused himself from consideration and vote on Items 5.31 

and 5.32.)  

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Morgan, and by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute order was approved (073): 

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 073-2016 (ITEM 5.30) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO SELL 122.54 ACRES OF LAND, 

MORE OR LESS, IN THE WILLIAM RICE SURVEY, 

ABSTRACT NO. 1262 IN HUNT COUNTY, TEXAS, TO AARON RANCH 

(PHILLIP AND LORI AARON), OR PERMITTED ASSIGNS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

approval for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to sell 

122.54 acres, more or less, in the William Rice Survey, Abstract No. 1262 in Hunt County, 
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Texas, to Aaron Ranch (Phillip and Lori Aaron), or permitted assigns, for a sale price of 

$232,826, less closing costs, and to execute any and all documents and take any and all 

other actions deemed necessary to consummate the transaction. 

 

~~~~ 

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Morgan, by a majority 

vote, with Regent Adams abstaining, the following minute orders were approved (074 and 

075): 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 074-2016 (ITEM 5.31) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE 

AND EXECUTE A GROUND LEASE FOR PRIVATIZED 

STUDENT HOUSING ON THE MOMENTUM CAMPUS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

legal review by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, execute and 

deliver a ground lease agreement for a privatized student housing project on approximately 

9.5 acres on the Momentum Campus of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi to be 

developed and managed by affiliates of American Campus Communities, and to take any 

and all additional action, and execute any and all ancillary documents, deemed necessary 

to consummate the transaction. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 075-2016 (ITEM 5.32) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE 

AND EXECUTE A GROUND LEASE FOR 

ON-CAMPUS PRIVATIZED STUDENT HOUSING,  

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-SAN ANTONIO 

 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

legal review by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, execute and 

deliver a ground lease agreement for a privatized student housing project of approximately 

350 beds on the campus of Texas A&M University-San Antonio to be developed by 

American Campus Communities or an affiliate, and to take any and all additional action, 

and execute any and all ancillary documents, deemed necessary to consummate the 

transaction. 

~~~~ 

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Mendoza, seconded by Regent Morgan, by a 

unanimous vote, the following minute orders were approved (076 through 086): 
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MINUTE ORDER 076-2016 (ITEM 5.34) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE THREE PARCELS OF LAND 

CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 0.41 ACRES IN 

THE CITY OF DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS,  

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

legal review by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, execute and 

deliver all documents, and to take all other action necessary, to purchase three parcels of 

land containing approximately 0.41 acres, generally described as the northeast half of 

Lot 3, Block B/491, Nussbaumer’s Subdivision; all of Lot 4, Block B/491, Nussbaumer’s 

Subdivision; and all of Lot 6, Nussbaumer’s Gaston Avenue Addition, in the City of 

Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 077-2016 (ITEM 5.35) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. PHYLLIS METCALF-TURNER AS 

DEAN OF THE WHITLOWE R. GREEN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

Effective immediately, Dr. Phyllis Metcalf-Turner is hereby appointed Dean of the 

Whitlowe R. Green College of Education at Prairie View A&M University, at an initial 

salary of $155,000. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 078-2016 (ITEM 5.36) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. W. STEPHEN DAMRON AS 

DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

Effective June 1, 2016, Dr. W. Stephen Damron is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at Tarleton State University, at an 

initial salary of $150,000. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 079-2016 (ITEM 5.37) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. CATHERYN J. WEITMAN AS 

DEAN OF THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

 

Effective June 1, 2016, Dr. Catheryn J. Weitman is hereby appointed Dean of the 

University College at Texas A&M International University, at an initial salary of 

$162,391. 
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MINUTE ORDER 080-2016 (ITEM 5.38) 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO 

NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE NEW EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS 

FOR MR. DAVID TURNER, ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH FOR 

DEFENSIVE LINE; MR. JAMES L. TURNER, ASSISTANT FOOTBALL 

COACH FOR OFFENSIVE LINE; AND MR. CLARENCE MCKINNEY, 

ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH FOR RUNNING BACKS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

Authority is hereby granted to the President of Texas A&M University to negotiate 

and execute new employment contracts, upon review for legal form and sufficiency by the 

Office of General Counsel, with the following persons: 

 

Assistant Football Coach, Defensive Line – David Turner 

Assistant Football Coach, Offensive Line – James L. Turner 

Assistant Football Coach, Running Backs – Clarence McKinney. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 081-2016 (ITEM 5.39) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. CÉSAR MALAVÉ AS 

DEAN AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER OF 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT QATAR, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

Effective July 1, 2016, Dr. César Malavé is hereby appointed Dean and 

Chief Operating Officer of Texas A&M University at Qatar, at an initial salary of 

$311,000. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 082-2016 (ITEM 5.40) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. SUSAN BALLABINA AS 

EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, 

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 

 

Effective immediately, Dr. Susan Ballabina is hereby appointed Executive 

Associate Director for the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at an initial salary of 

$194,000. 
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MINUTE ORDER 083-2016 (ITEM 5.41) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. RUSSELL PORTER AS 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 

Effective May 1, 2016, Dr. Russell Porter is hereby appointed Vice President for 

Research and Economic Development at Texas A&M University-Central Texas, at an 

initial salary of $148,000. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 084-2016 (ITEM 5.42) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF DR. JOHN H. HUMPHREYS AS 

DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

Effective immediately, Dr. John H. Humphreys is hereby appointed Dean of the 

College of Business at Texas A&M University-Commerce, at an initial salary of $210,000. 

 

~~~~ 

 

(Note: See page 29 for approval of Item 5.43.) 

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 085-2016 (ITEM 5.44) 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO 

NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE AN AMENDED 

AND RESTATED EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WITH 

MR. WILLIAM KENNEDY, JR., MEN’S HEAD BASKETBALL COACH, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

Authority is hereby granted to the president of Texas A&M University to negotiate 

and execute an amended and restated employment contract, upon review for legal form and 

sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, with the following person: 

 

Men’s Head Basketball Coach – William Kennedy, Jr. 
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MINUTE ORDER 086-2016 (ITEM 5.45) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE 

A LEASE OF OFFICE SPACE IN THE BUILDING LOCATED AT 

1303 SAN ANTONIO STREET, AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Chancellor of The Texas A&M University System, or designee, following 

approval for legal sufficiency by the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, 

execute and deliver a lease agreement for the lease of approximately 7,000 rentable square 

feet of office space located at 1303 San Antonio Street, Austin, Travis County, Texas, and 

appropriate Permanent University Fund debt proceeds, as applicable.  

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System (Board) reasonably 

expects to incur debt in one or more obligations for this project, and all or a portion of the 

proceeds received from the sale of such obligations is reasonably expected to be used to 

reimburse the account(s) for amounts previously appropriated and/or expended from such 

account(s). 

 

~~~~ 

 

Chairman Thomas presented Item 5.43 -- the appointment of a member of the 

Board of Directors of The University of Texas Investment Management Company 

(UTIMCO). He said UTIMCO is charged with managing and investing the Permanent 

University Fund (PUF), a $17 billion fund that benefits both the UT System and the 

A&M System. Chairman Thomas added that the PUF is critically important to the financial 

health and well-being of our system, especially our flagship university. He said this 

appointment is an important decision for this board of regents. By law, the A&M System 

board appoints two of the nine members of the UTIMCO board of directors. One of the 

A&M System appointees must have a substantial background and expertise in investments. 

Chairman Thomas said Regent Adams serves as one of the appointees and 

Chairman Emeritus John White also served as an A&M appointee on this board. In 

January, Chairman Emeritus White submitted a letter of resignation but agreed to serve 

until a replacement was appointed. Chairman Thomas noted that, since that time, the board 

has engaged in a great deal of discussion regarding the appointment of the new 

representative to the UTIMCO board. Chairman Thomas said he also had discussions with 

UT system officials and they are looking for ways to improve the investment performance 

of UTIMCO, a goal Mr. Thomas said he shared. Chairman Thomas said they discussed 

that in recent years UTIMCO’s performance has lagged and has not been as strong as they 

would have liked. Chairman Thomas emphasized the need to implement strategies to 

improve that performance to best protect the PUF and generate more funding for the UT 

and A&M systems. He then called on Regent Adams for a discussion of this important 

item and to consider a motion regarding this appointment.  

 

Regent Adams said he concurred that this board is interested in doing everything it 

can to help UTIMCO perform as well as possible. He said we have an opportunity to 
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appoint Mr. Ray Rothrock, who is at the top of the game in the investment world. He is 

nationally known and truly an outstanding investment professional. Regent Adams said 

Mr. Rothrock ’77 received a Nuclear Engineering degree from Texas A&M, a master’s 

degree in Nuclear Engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Master 

of Business Administration from Harvard University. He said Mr. Rothrock retired from 

Venrock as a Partner Emeritus, and was currently chairman and CEO of Red Seal, a cyber 

security analytics company based in Sunnyvale, California. Regent Adams added that 

Mr. Rothrock served on numerous corporate boards and the Texas A&M Foundation from 

2003 to 2010. He said Mr. Rothrock had tremendous expertise in the investment field and 

tremendous loyalty and love for Texas A&M, and was recently named a distinguished 

alumnus.  

 

Regent Adams moved that Mr. Rothrock be appointed to serve as a director of 

UTIMCO, effective April 27, 2016, and expiring April 1, 2017.  Regent Schwartz 

seconded the motion. By a unanimous vote, the following minute order is approved (087).  

 

~~~~ 

 

MINUTE ORDER 087-2016 (ITEM 5.43) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. RAY ROTHROCK AS 

A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY, 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

Mr. Ray Rothrock is hereby appointed to serve as a Director of The University of 

Texas Investment Management Company, to be effective April 27, 2016, for the remainder 

of a three-year term to expire on April 1, 2017. 

 

~~~~ 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Chairman Thomas presented Items 6.1 through 6.34.  

 

On motion of Regent Morgan, seconded by Regent Mahomes, and by a unanimous 

vote, the following minute orders were approved (088 through 121): 

 

~~~~ 
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MINUTE ORDER 088-2016 (ITEM 6.1) 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2015, SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING; 

NOVEMBER 13, 2015, SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING; 

JANUARY 13-14, 2016, SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING; 

FEBRUARY 11, 2016, REGULAR BOARD MEETING; 

FEBRUARY 11, 2016, SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING; 

AND FEBRUARY 12, 2016, SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING, 

BOARD OF REGENTS, THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Minutes of the September 4, 2015, Special Workshop Meeting; the 

November 13, 2015, Special Workshop Meeting; the January 13-14, 2016, 

Special Workshop Meeting; the February 11, 2016, Regular Board Meeting; the 

February 11, 2016, Special Workshop Meeting; and the February 12, 2016, 

Special Workshop Meeting are hereby approved. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 089-2016 (ITEM 6.2) 

 

GRANTING OF THE TITLE OF 

EMERITUS/EMERITA, APRIL 2016, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

In recognition of long and distinguished service to The Texas A&M University 

System, the Board of Regents hereby confirms the recommendation of the Chancellor, and 

confers the title of “Emeritus/Emerita” upon the individuals as shown in the attached 

exhibit, Emeritus/Emerita Title List No. 16-04, and grants all rights and privileges of this 

title. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 090-2016 (ITEM 6.3) 

 

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT 

AND COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 

Authority of Peace Officers), the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System 

confirms the appointment and commissioning of campus peace officers by the presidents 

of their respective system member universities, in accordance with the requirements of the 

law, and as shown in the revised exhibit attached to the official minutes, subject to their 

taking the oath required of peace officers. 
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MINUTE ORDER 091-2016 (ITEM 6.4) 

 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 02.05 

(PRESIDENTS OF SYSTEM MEMBER UNIVERSITIES), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The revisions to System Policy 02.05 (Presidents of System Member Universities), 

as shown in the attached exhibit, are approved, effective immediately. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 092-2016 (ITEM 6.5) 

 

APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO SYSTEM POLICY 02.06 

(DIRECTORS OF SYSTEM MEMBER AGENCIES), 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The revisions to System Policy 02.06 (Directors of System Member Agencies), as 

shown in the attached exhibit, are approved, effective immediately. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 093-2016 (ITEM 6.6) 

 

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 HOLIDAY SCHEDULES, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
 

Holidays for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2017, for the System Offices of The Texas 

A&M University System, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M University at Galveston, 

Texas A&M University Health Science Center, Texas A&M International University, Texas A&M 

University-Texarkana, West Texas A&M University, Texas A&M Engineering Experiment 

Station, Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service, Texas A&M Transportation Institute, 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service (A&M campus employees) and Texas A&M AgriLife 

Research (A&M campus employees), shall be as follows: 

 

Holiday  Number of Days  Date     

Thanksgiving  2  November 24-25, 2016 

Christmas – New Year  6  December 23, 2016-January 1, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  1  January 16, 2017 

Spring Break  2  March 16-17, 2017 

Memorial Day  1  May 29, 2017 

Independence Day  1  July 4, 2017 

 

Exceptions are established as set forth below: 
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The proposed holiday schedule for Texas A&M University-Central Texas is as follows: 

 

Holiday  Number of Days  Date     

Labor Day  1  September 5, 2016 

Veterans Day  1  November 11, 2016 

Thanksgiving  2  November 24-25, 2016 

Christmas – New Year  6  December 23, 2016-January 1, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  1  January 16, 2017 

Memorial Day  1  May 29, 2017 

Independence Day  1  July 4, 2017 

 

The proposed holiday schedule for Prairie View A&M University, Tarleton State University, 

Texas A&M University-Commerce, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, and Texas A&M 

University-Kingsville is as follows: 

 

Holiday  Number of Days  Date     

Labor Day  1  September 5, 2016 

Thanksgiving  2  November 24-25, 2016 

Christmas – New Year 6  December 23, 2016-January 1, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  1  January 16, 2017 

Spring Break  1  March 17, 2017 

Memorial Day  1  May 29, 2017 

Independence Day  1  July 4, 2017 

 

The proposed holiday schedule for Texas A&M University-San Antonio and Texas A&M 

University School of Law is as follows: 

 

Holiday  Number of Days  Date     

Labor Day  1  September 5, 2016 

Thanksgiving  2  November 24-25, 2016 

Christmas – New Year  5  December 26-30, 2016 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  1  January 16, 2017 

Spring Break  2  March 16-17, 2017 

Memorial Day  1  May 29, 2017 

Independence Day  1  July 4, 2017 

 

The proposed holiday schedule for Texas A&M University Baylor College of Dentistry is as 

follows: 

 
Holiday  Number of Days   Date     

Labor Day  1  September 5, 2016 

Thanksgiving  2  November 24-25, 2016 

Christmas – New Year  7  December 22, 2016-January 1, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  1  January 16, 2017 

Memorial Day  1  May 29, 2017 

Independence Day  1 July 4, 2017 
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The proposed holiday schedule for Texas A&M University at Qatar* is as follows: 

 

Holiday  Number of Days   Date 
  (Standard work week is Sunday-Thursday)  

Eid Al-Adha (projected)  3  September 11-13, 2016 

Qatar National Day  1  December 18, 2016 

Semester Break 4 December 25-28, 2016 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 1  January 16, 2017 

Qatar National Sports Day**  1  February 14, 2017 

Eid Al-Fitr (projected)  3  July 25-27, 2017 

 
*While Texas A&M at Qatar’s proposed schedule does NOT observe Thanksgiving, Memorial Day 

or Independence Day as required by System Policy 31.04, the Board may choose to waive this 

requirement in light of the fact that Texas A&M at Qatar is required to observe eight days of 

state/cultural holidays (of 13 total days) and also attempts to adopt a schedule similar to that of 

other academic institutions in Education City. 

 

Texas A&M University is required in its agreement with the Qatar Foundation to “abide by the 

applicable laws and regulations of the State of Qatar, and shall respect the cultural, religious and 

social customs of the State of Qatar.” 

 

**The State of Qatar issued an Emiri decree that the 2nd Tuesday of February each year would be 

a required holiday. This holiday, Qatar National Sports Day, is to promote sports and physical 

activity. 

 

The proposed holiday schedules for Texas A&M Forest Service, Texas A&M Veterinary Medical 

Diagnostic Laboratory, and certain units of Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service are shown on the attached exhibit. 

 

The Chancellor is hereby authorized to modify the holiday schedules when such a 

change is deemed to be in the public interest. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 094-2016 (ITEM 6.7) 

 

APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE 

ADMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR SYSTEM MEMBER 

UNIVERSITIES FOR THE 2017-18 ACADEMIC YEAR, 

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby approves the 

changes to the admissions standards of the member universities of The Texas A&M 

University System for the 2017-18 academic year, as shown in the attached exhibits, 

copies of which are attached to the official minutes. 
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MINUTE ORDER 095-2016 (ITEM 6.8) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Prairie A&M University as set 

forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 096-2016 (ITEM 6.9) 

 

NAMING OF THE 

“DR. TWANA EDWARDS B.E.S.T. LEARNING LABORATORY” 

(ACADEMIC ROOM 106) IN THE E. E. O’BANION SCIENCE BUILDING, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

Academic Room 106 in the E. E. O’Banion Science Building the “Dr. Twana Edwards 

B.E.S.T. Learning Laboratory.” 

 

MINUTE ORDER 097-2016 (ITEM 6.10) 

 

NAMING OF THE 

“ERNEST BOYD AND FLORETTA BROWN COLLINS 

AUDITORIUM” IN THE AGRICULTURE AND 

BUSINESS MULTIPURPOSE CLASSROOM BUILDING, 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

auditorium in the Agriculture and Business Multipurpose Classroom Building the 

“Ernest Boyd and Floretta Brown Collins Auditorium.” 

 

MINUTE ORDER 098-2016 (ITEM 6.11) 

 

APPROVAL OF MASTER STUDENT AFFILIATION AGREEMENT 

WITH CHILDREN’S HEALTH SYSTEM OF TEXAS, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

In accordance with System Policy 25.07 (Contract Administration), the Board 

of Regents approves and authorizes the president of Tarleton State University or designee 

to enter into a Master Student Affiliation Agreement between Children’s Health System of 

Texas and its affiliates and the university, for a duration of eight years from its effective 

date. 
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MINUTE ORDER 099-2016 (ITEM 6.12) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Tarleton State University as set 

forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 100-2016 (ITEM 6.13) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M International 

University as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 101-2016 (ITEM 6.14) 

 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 

INTERDISCIPLINARY ENGINEERING DEGREE PROGRAM, 

AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM 

THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M International University leading to 

a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Engineering. 

 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M International University’s 

new degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for 

approval and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have 

been met. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 102-2016 (ITEM 6.15) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University as set 

forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 
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MINUTE ORDER 103-2016 (ITEM 6.16) 

 

APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL PATRICK K. GAMBLE 

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE RESEARCH CENTER, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System appoints 

General Patrick K. Gamble to the Board of Directors of the Private Enterprise Research 

Center, Texas A&M University, for a term of five years, effective May 2016. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 104-2016 (ITEM 6.17) 

 

NAMING OF THE 

“WESTON SALES EDUCATION PROGRAM” 

(ACADEMIC ROOM 209) IN THE 

AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES BUILDING, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

Academic Room 209 in the Agriculture and Life Sciences Building the “Weston Sales 

Education Program.” 

 

MINUTE ORDER 105-2016 (ITEM 6.18) 

 

NAMING OF THE 

“CLEO ‘THE CAT’ MERRITT EXAM ROOM” 

(EXAM ROOM NUMBER 1001C) WITHIN THE 

SMALL ANIMAL HOSPITAL RENOVATION, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names 

Exam Room Number 1001C within the Small Animal Hospital Renovation, “CLEO ‘the 

cat’ Merritt Exam Room.” 
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MINUTE ORDER 106-2016 (ITEM 6.19) 

 

NAMING OF SEVERAL AREAS WITHIN THE GARDENS ON CAMPUS: 

“AMY AND TIMOTHY LEACH GARDENS AND 

LEACH WINE GRAPE VINEYARD”; 

“LANDMARK NURSERIES TREE PARK”; 

“TEXAS MASTER GARDENERS EARTH-KIND GARDEN”; 

“KELLEHER PAVILION TERRACE”; 

“JOE AND SHIRLEY SWINBANK FARMER’S MARKET”; 

“MARY HELYN’S RAIN GARDEN”; “TEXAS NURSERY AND 

LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION OUTDOOR CLASSROOM”; AND 

“TIM M. ’84, HOLLY C. ’84, KINDALL A. ’14 AND TAYLOR S. ’17 

STEPHENS FAMILY TEXAS SUPERSTAR GARDEN,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

following areas within The Gardens on the Texas A&M University campus:  

 

Teaching Gardens and Vineyard – “Amy and Timothy Leach Gardens and 

Leach Wine Grape Vineyard” 

Tree Park – “Landmark Nurseries Tree Park” 

Earth-Kind Garden – “Texas Master Gardeners Earth-Kind Garden” 

Pavilion Terrace – “Kelleher Pavilion Terrace” 

Farmer’s Market – “Joe and Shirley Swinbank Farmer’s Market” 

Rain Garden – “Mary Helyn’s Rain Garden” 

Outdoor Classroom (10' x 50' open air pavilion) – “Texas Nursery and 

Landscape Association Outdoor Classroom” 

Texas Superstar Garden – “Tim M. '84, Holly C. '84, Kindall A. '14 and 

Taylor S. '17 Stephens Family Texas Superstar Garden.” 

 

MINUTE ORDER 107-2016 (ITEM 6.20) 

 

NAMING OF THE 

“JOHN D. WHITE ’70 – ROBERT L. WALKER ’58 

MUSIC ACTIVITIES CENTER,” 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System hereby names the 

Music Activities Center at Texas A&M University the “John D. White '70 –  

Robert L. Walker '58 Music Activities Center.” 
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MINUTE ORDER 108-2016 (ITEM 6.21) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CENTRAL TEXAS 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University-Central 

Texas as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 109-2016 (ITEM 6.22) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University-

Commerce as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 110-2016 (ITEM 6.23) 

 

GRANTING OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT LEAVE FOR FY 2017, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 
The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 31.03, System Regulation 12.99.01 and Sections 51.101-108 of the 

Texas Education Code, authorizes faculty development leave to the faculty members as shown 

in the attached exhibit, Faculty Development Leave List FY 2017, Texas A&M University-

Commerce. 
 

MINUTE ORDER 111-2016 (ITEM 6.24) 

 

APPROVAL OF A NEW BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING DEGREE PROGRAM, 

AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM 

THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Commerce leading to a 

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering. 

 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Commerce’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 

and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 
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MINUTE ORDER 112-2016 (ITEM 6.25) 

 

APPROVAL OF A NEW MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM IN 

NURSING, AND AUTHORIZATION TO REQUEST APPROVAL FROM 

THE TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-COMMERCE 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System approves the 

establishment of a new degree program at Texas A&M University-Commerce leading to a 

Master of Science in Nursing. 

 

The Board also authorizes submission of Texas A&M University-Commerce’s new 

degree program request to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval 

and hereby certifies that all applicable criteria of the Coordinating Board have been met. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 113-2016 (ITEM 6.26) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University-Corpus 

Christi as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 114-2016 (ITEM 6.27) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE 

AN AGREEMENT WITH ELLUCIAN COMPANY L.P. 

REGARDING THE TEXAS CONNECTION CONSORTIUM, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI 

 

The president of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, following legal review by 

the Office of General Counsel, is authorized to negotiate, execute and deliver an agreement 

with Ellucian Company L.P. and to continue to serve as contract administrator and fiscal 

agent for and on behalf of the Texas Connection Consortium. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 115-2016 (ITEM 6.28) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M University-

Kingsville as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 
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MINUTE ORDER 116-2016 (ITEM 6.29) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-SAN ANTONIO 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby 

authorizes the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M 

University-San Antonio as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 117-2016 (ITEM 6.30) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-TEXARKANA 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at Texas A&M 

University-Texarkana as set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 118-2016 (ITEM 6.31) 

 

APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC TENURE, APRIL 2016, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System, in accordance with 

System Policy 12.01 (Academic Freedom, Responsibility and Tenure), hereby authorizes 

the granting of tenure to the following faculty members at West Texas A&M University as 

set forth in the attached exhibit, Tenure List No. 16-04. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 119-2016 (ITEM 6.32) 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE AMERICAN WEST, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The Center for the Study of the American West is hereby established as an 

organizational unit of West Texas A&M University within the Division of Academic 

Affairs. 
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MINUTE ORDER 120-2016 (ITEM 6.33) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD 

AN HONORARY DEGREE TO MRS. GENEVA SCHAEFFER, 

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

 

The president of West Texas A&M University is authorized to award an Honorary 

Doctor of Philosophy in Education degree to Mrs. Geneva Schaeffer. 

 

MINUTE ORDER 121-2016 (ITEM 6.34) 

 

CONFIRMATION OF 

APPOINTMENT AND COMMISSIONING OF PEACE OFFICERS, 

TEXAS A&M FOREST SERVICE 

 

In accordance with System Policy 34.06 (Appointment, Commissioning and 

Authority of Peace Officers), the Board of Regents confirms the Director of Texas A&M 

Forest Service’s appointment and commissioning of Mr. Colton W. Covington and 

Mr. Christopher L. Rhoades as peace officers for the system, subject to taking the oath 

required of peace officers. 

 

~~~~ 

 

Regent Morgan said Item 6.20 was named the Music Activities Center after 

Chairman Emeritus John White. She added that they were proud that a former regent had a 

building named after him.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Chairman Thomas announced that the next regular Board meeting was scheduled 

for Thursday, September 1, 2016, and the Committee on Academic and Student Affairs 

was scheduled for Wednesday, August 31, 2016. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business, Chairman Thomas asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Upon motion of Regent Adams, seconded by Regent Morgan, the meeting was adjourned 

at 3:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

      Vickie Burt Spillers 

      Executive Director, Board of Regents 
 

(Minutes transcribed by Gwen Kirby, Office of the Board of Regents.) 


























































































































































































































































































































































